
Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge
August 24, 1926 - August 18, 2024

Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge, age 97, passed away at her home on Sunday,
August 18, 2024. Her passing was six days short of her 98th birthday. She
was the daughter of the late Carl H. Wilson and Mary Kate Turner Wilson. 

Mary Lou lived all her years in Richlands. She was a 1943 graduate of
Richlands High School during the beginning of World War II. At that time, she
worked for Jackson Drug Store. She would talk about how the shortage of
regular food items affected the soda fountain. She disliked serving ice milk, a
replacement for cream, during the war. It was colder than ice cream, harder to
get in a cone or a milkshake and froze her hands. She never considered
powdered milk in her later years for her own family as that was a staple during
the war years. It did not compare in taste to milk. Every time Veterans’ Day
came, she would remember many of her classmates that went off to war.
Several went without finishing their senior year. Many did not return home.
Some of those that did were given their diplomas. As a child, she played with
several neighborhood children. They rode scooters and bicycles and played
games till dark in the Lee Street area. In fact, she wore out a couple of
scooters before she got a bicycle that she shared with her sister Mildred. She
and her older sister Mildred would catch the train at Richlands Station and ride
to Cliffield to visit their grandparents, the Turners and their aunts at the Turner
farm when their mom would allow. With her passing, much of the early history
of Richlands went with her. 



She became a single parent when her son, Mike, was in college and her
daughter, Donna, was in Junior High School. She worked at Mattie Williams
as a receptionist and switchboard operator. She made sure that both of her
children were able to attend and graduate college. She also purchased her
family home on Grayson Avenue on her own. She suffered multiple hardships
and struggles during her adult life. She over came those and became an
independent woman. She was a member of the Richlands Presbyterian
Church. 

 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by siblings: Mildred
Wilson Hankins and her husband, W.H. (Bill); Carlene Wilson Lacy and her
husband, Rudy; brother, C. H. Wilson and wife, Sylvia; grandson, Glenn
Michael Shortridge; son-in-law, Leonard Altizer; and former husband, Billy
Donald Shortridge. She was the last surviving member of her immediate
family. 

 

Surviving is her son: William Michael Shortridge and wife, Susie of Pounding
Mill, VA; and daughter and caregiver, Donna Altizer and boyfriend, Harlan
Jones of Richlands, VA. Two grandsons: William Matthew Shortridge and wife,
Laura; and Andrew Altizer and wife, Desiray. Nieces, Sarah Lacy Butter and
husband, John; and Katherine Lacy Cleary and husband, Kevin. Many other
nieces and nephews also survive. 

 

The family wants to thank the entire staff of Legacy Hospice, especially Susie
Stiltner CNA, nurses, the two Becky’s, Becky Walters and Becky Casey, Sarah
Ellis, Donna Beavers, Jessica Whited, Regina Rose and Kristen Whitt.
Without these caring individuals, our journey would have been impossible. As
a first-time caregiver they listened to my questions, answered my phone calls
at any hour, gave hugs, and managed tears compassionately. Mom was
treated like a princess. They quickly became our extended loving family. 



Graveside services for Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge will be conducted at 11:30
am on Thursday, August 22, 2024 at the Greenhills Memory Gardens
Mausoleum #4 in Claypool Hill, Virginia with Rev. Dr. Curtis Fussell officiating.
Entombment will follow. Pallbearers will be: Andrew Altizer, Matt Shortridge,
Brad Billips, Randy Smith, Eugene Ringstaff, Scott Spivey, and Gene Hurst.
The family will receive friends from 10:30-11:30am at the Greenhills Memory
Gardens Mausoleum. In lieu of flowers, make donations to the American
Heart Association, Legacy Hospice, St. Jude's, or a charity of your choosing. 

 

Hurst-Scott Funeral Home in Richlands, Virginia is in charge of arrangements
and those wishing to express sympathy online may do so at www.hurstscottfu
neralhomes.com



Cemetery Details

Greenhills Memory Gardens

11800 Gov G.C. Peery Hwy
Cedar Bluff, VA 24609

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 22. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

Greenhills Memory Gardens
11800 Gov G.C. Peery Hwy
Cedar Bluff, VA 24609

Mausoleum Service

AUG 22. 11:30 AM (ET)

Greenhills Memory Gardens
11800 Gov G.C. Peery Hwy
Cedar Bluff, VA 24609
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Kathy Sneed - February 10, 2025 at 10:22 PM

My deepest sympathies

Anita J. Short - August 22, 2024 at 10:27 AM

Donna, Mike and Families,
 We are so sorry for your loss of your Precious

Mother. Love, Thoughts and Prayers are with
you all. �

 Charlotte, Sam & family and Anita Short

Tony and Laurie Spivey - August 22, 2024 at 01:42 AM

I first met Lou Shortridge over fifty-three years ago when my mother
started working with her at the Mattie Williams Hospital. She was a
wonderful and kind person. Years later, I worked for Lou at the
hospital as well. She was great to work for and had the patience of
a saint in dealing with teenage me, I will never forget that. I know
she loved her children and grandchildren very much. She touched
the lives of everyone she knew. Our prayers go out to her family,
because we know their loss is great.
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August 21, 2024 at 03:02 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge.

Virginia Explosives and Drilling Company - August 21, 2024 at 03:02 PM

Virginia Explosives and Drilling Company planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge.

Jack and Eunice Breeden - August 21, 2024 at 09:47 AM

Mrs. Shortridge, was our neighbor, from 1974-
1992 and was so kind and neighborly. She will
be missed, by everyone, who had the honor,
of being her friend.

Katrina Saxton - August 21, 2024 at 01:36 AM

Katrina Saxton lit a candle in memory of Mary
Wilson Shortridge

https://www.hurstscottfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurstscottfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


PW

MH

JV

MK

Patricia Webb - August 20, 2024 at 08:08 PM

Patricia Webb lit a candle in memory of Mary
Wilson Shortridge

Martha Hickman Huffman - August 20, 2024 at 05:43 PM

Martha Hickman Huffman lit a candle in
memory of Mary Wilson Shortridge

Judy P VanDyke - August 20, 2024 at 05:18 PM

Donna & Family, so very sorry to hear of your
Mother’s passing. Keeping you and your
family in my thoughts and prayers. Judy Peak
VanDyke

Martha Keene - August 20, 2024 at 04:48 PM

Martha Keene lit a candle in memory of Mary
Wilson Shortridge
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Kathy Mcvey - August 20, 2024 at 11:54 AM

Kathy Mcvey lit a candle in memory of Mary
Lou Wilson Shortridge

Naomi Joyce - August 20, 2024 at 11:41 AM

Thinking of you, Donna and family.

TonyanEdgar Wicks - August 20, 2024 at 08:02 AM

TonyanEdgar Wicks lit a candle in memory of
Mary Wilson Shortridge

Brenda and Henry Lawson - August 19, 2024 at 08:25 PM

Brenda And Henry Lawson lit a candle in
memory of Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge
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Dickie and Susan Altizer - August 19, 2024 at 08:11 PM

Dickie And Susan Altizer lit a candle in
memory of Mary Lou Wilson Shortridge

marie altizer - August 19, 2024 at 07:32 PM

Marie Altizer lit a candle in memory of Mary
Lou Wilson Shortridge


